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Abstract  

The article provides a socio-philosophical analysis of the 

communicative and value-based mechanisms involved in the 

formation of youth identity within the national cultural space. 

Under contemporary conditions of globalization, digitalization, 

cultural mobility, and intensified information exchange, youth 

identity is increasingly formed at the intersection of historically 

established national values and rapidly transforming global 

cultural patterns. The study conceptualizes national cultural space 

as an integrated symbolic, axiological, communicative, and 

institutional environment encompassing language, historical 

memory, traditions, cultural heritage, family relations, education, 

social institutions, media, and digital communication. Particular 

attention is devoted to the mechanisms through which collective 

cultural meanings are communicated, interpreted, internalized, 

and transformed into elements of individual and collective identity. 

The analysis demonstrates that communication functions as a 

mechanism of cultural transmission and meaning construction, 

whereas values provide normative and semantic foundations for 

self-identification. The article argues that sustainable youth 

identity requires neither cultural isolation nor the mechanical 

reproduction of inherited traditions, but a dynamic synthesis of 

cultural continuity, critical reflection, individual agency, digital 

literacy, and creative participation. A conceptual model of youth 

identity formation is proposed in which cultural meanings pass 

through communicative interaction, axiological evaluation, 

internalization, identification, and social practice before returning 

to the cultural space through creative reproduction. 

Keywords: Youth identity, national cultural space, communication, values, cultural 

identity, socialization, historical memory, cultural heritage, digital communication, 

axiological mechanisms. 
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Introduction 

The problem of youth identity formation within the national cultural space has 

acquired particular theoretical and methodological significance under contemporary 

conditions of globalization, digital transformation, intensifying intercultural 

interaction, and the increasingly transnational circulation of information, symbols, 

lifestyles, and behavioral models. The scientific relevance of this problem arises not 

merely from the necessity of preserving cultural heritage or transmitting established 

traditions to younger generations but, more fundamentally, from the need to explain 

the mechanisms through which historically accumulated cultural meanings become 

internalized as personally significant values, structures of self-consciousness, forms 

of social belonging, and principles of individual and collective identification. In this 

respect, youth identity should not be interpreted as a static set of characteristics 

automatically inherited through ethnic, linguistic, territorial, or familial affiliation. 

Rather, it constitutes a dynamically reproduced socio-cultural phenomenon 

emerging through the interaction of historical memory, national mentality, language, 

value orientations, communicative practices, educational influences, family 

relations, cultural institutions, civic participation, and increasingly complex digital 

environments. Such an interpretation requires a transition from a descriptive 

understanding of identity toward a socio-philosophical model capable of revealing 

the dialectical relationship between cultural continuity and social change, inherited 

value structures and individual choice, and national cultural particularity and the 

universalizing tendencies of contemporary civilization. 

Within this theoretical framework, the concept of the national cultural space should 

be understood not simply as the territorial localization of culture but as a historically 

constituted symbolic, semantic, axiological, and communicative environment in 

which cultural memory, language, customs, traditions, ethical norms, artistic 

representations, collective narratives, social institutions, and value systems interact 

and acquire continuity through intergenerational transmission. Its identity-forming 

capacity lies precisely in the fact that culture becomes socially effective not when it 

exists merely as an objective heritage but when its meanings enter the 

communicative experience of individuals and are transformed into subjective 

structures of self-understanding. Consequently, the formation of youth identity 

occurs at the intersection of two mutually conditioned processes: the cultural 

transmission of socially accumulated meanings and the personal interpretation, 

selection, acceptance, transformation, or rejection of those meanings by young 
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people themselves. This dialectic makes it possible to conceptualize identity not as 

passive cultural inheritance but as an active process of meaning construction. 

D. A. Khakimov’s monographic study of the socio-moral foundations for preventing 

youth alienation provides an important conceptual point of departure for 

understanding this relationship. The author associates the moral development and 

social integration of young people with education based on national and universal 

values and emphasizes the importance of creating conditions conducive to their 

ethical development [1, p. 5]. The noteworthy aspect of Khakimov’s position is that 

national values are not treated merely as ceremonial, ethnographic, or symbolic 

attributes of cultural inheritance. Instead, they are incorporated into a broader 

system of moral development, social integration, and meaningful participation in 

collective life. From the perspective of the present research, this argument can be 

extended by proposing that the identity-forming function of a value does not derive 

solely from its historical continuity or collective recognition; rather, it depends upon 

the capacity of that value to enter the individual’s semantic world through 

communication, interpretation, emotional experience, and social practice. National 

identity, therefore, cannot be sustained merely by preserving cultural forms. Its 

continuity depends on whether younger generations can recognize themselves as 

conscious subjects and interpreters of the meanings embedded within those forms. 

This theoretical relationship may be represented through the conceptual sequence 

cultural heritage → communication → interpretation → internalization → 

identification → social practice. The significance of this sequence lies in its capacity 

to reveal the mediating mechanism through which an objective cultural resource is 

transformed into a subjective component of identity. Cultural heritage constitutes 

the historical-semantic foundation; communication brings inherited meanings into 

contemporary interaction; interpretation enables their contextual reconsideration; 

internalization transforms socially available meanings into personally significant 

orientations; identification integrates these orientations into the individual’s 

understanding of the self; and social practice provides the sphere in which identity 

becomes behaviorally and culturally visible. Identity formation should therefore be 

regarded not as the mechanical reproduction of inherited meanings but as their 

communicatively mediated and axiologically structured appropriation. 

Khakimov’s analysis is particularly significant because it also connects youth 

alienation with globalization, intensified information flows, and broader social 

transformations while assigning substantial importance to the family, educational 

institutions, mass media, national values, social solidarity, and civic responsibility 
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in preventing alienation [1, pp. 4–5]. From a socio-philosophical standpoint, 

alienation and identity may consequently be interpreted as conceptually 

interconnected phenomena. Where meaningful relationships between the individual 

and cultural-symbolic systems become weakened, fragmented, or purely formal, 

identity may lose its integrative capacity. Conversely, where young people can 

consciously correlate their individual life strategies with socially meaningful 

cultural orientations, belonging acquires existential rather than merely nominal 

significance. Communication is therefore not secondary to identity formation; it 

constitutes one of the principal mechanisms through which an abstract social value 

becomes an experienced cultural and interpersonal reality. 

A conceptually related perspective can be identified in K. I. Abdurakhmonov’s 

research on the philosophical and conceptual foundations of developing innovative 

initiative among young people. Although innovative initiative rather than identity 

constitutes the immediate object of his investigation, the conceptual architecture of 

his research is highly relevant to the present problem because youth development is 

examined through the interaction of national mentality, cultural memory, value 

systems, social identification, digital culture, and civic activity. Abdurakhmonov 

places particular emphasis on the interrelationship among national mentality, 

cultural memory, systems of values, and processes of social identification in 

explaining the ethnocultural and axiological foundations of youth development [2, 

pp. 14–15]. The scientific importance of this position consists in overcoming an 

artificial opposition between tradition and innovation. National culture, from this 

perspective, should not be interpreted exclusively as a mechanism for reproducing 

inherited patterns; it may simultaneously constitute an axiological foundation for 

creative agency, innovative thinking, and socially constructive initiative. 

This proposition has important implications for identity theory. Cultural continuity 

and innovation should not be treated as mutually exclusive processes. On the 

contrary, a sustainable identity can provide young people with a semantic foundation 

from which social transformation may be interpreted, evaluated, and creatively 

appropriated. In this sense, national identity becomes not an obstacle to 

modernization but a potential cultural resource for navigating it. The theoretically 

decisive issue is therefore not whether young people remain unchanged under 

conditions of modernization, but whether processes of change retain meaningful 

connections with cultural memory, ethical orientations, and historically 

accumulated systems of significance. 
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Abdurakhmonov also identifies education, digital communication, civic activity, 

and spiritual education as socio-cultural factors whose synergistic interaction 

contributes to young people’s social activity, ideological independence, and 

initiative [2, p. 15]. Of particular scientific importance here is the transition from a 

monocausal to a systemic interpretation of youth development. Identity cannot be 

adequately explained through the isolated influence of the family, education, media, 

community, or tradition. These environments intersect, reinforce, modify, and 

occasionally contradict one another. Youth identity is consequently produced within 

a polycentric communicative field in which multiple sources of meaning compete 

for legitimacy, emotional acceptance, and behavioral expression. Under digital 

conditions, this polycentric structure becomes especially complex because young 

people may simultaneously participate in familial, local, national, educational, 

professional, virtual, and transnational communities. The scientific problem 

therefore consists not merely in determining which cultural influence is 

quantitatively stronger, but in explaining how young people establish hierarchies 

among competing meanings and transform them into a relatively coherent structure 

of self-identification. 

The communicative dimension of this process acquires further theoretical depth in 

S. X. Umirzoqova’s analysis of communicative culture in education. Her research 

proceeds from the premise that education is inherently grounded in communication 

and that effective interaction among teachers, learners, families, and society directly 

affects educational processes [3, p. 1]. Although formulated within pedagogical 

discourse, this proposition possesses broader socio-philosophical significance. If 

education is fundamentally communicative, then the transmission of values through 

education cannot be adequately understood as a one-directional transfer of 

information. It should instead be interpreted as an intersubjective process in which 

meanings become understandable, discussable, emotionally significant, socially 

recognized, and potentially internalized. Umirzoqova further associates effective 

communication with personal development, self-understanding, constructive 

interaction, and the creation of a psychologically productive educational 

environment [3, pp. 1–3]. The importance of this position for the study of youth 

identity lies in its implicit connection between communication and the constitution 

of the self: individuals develop an understanding of who they are through their 

relations with significant others, socially recognized meanings, cultural narratives, 

communicative expectations, and shared practices. 
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This makes it methodologically necessary to distinguish information transmission 

from identity-producing communication. Information may be transmitted without 

generating profound changes in the structure of personal identity, whereas identity-

producing communication presupposes reflexive engagement with meaning. A 

young person may possess extensive factual knowledge concerning national history, 

traditions, cultural monuments, customs, or collective symbols without 

incorporating these elements into his or her personal structure of identification. 

Conversely, when cultural knowledge becomes integrated into dialogue, emotional 

experience, moral reflection, collective participation, and socially meaningful 

practice, it can function as an internal reference point of self-consciousness. The 

decisive criterion of successful cultural transmission, therefore, is not simply the 

quantitative volume of acquired information but the qualitative transformation of 

cultural knowledge into personally meaningful value. 

The linguistic dimension is equally significant. Research on communicative 

qualities of cultured speech emphasizes correctness, precision, logical coherence, 

purity, expressiveness, and contextual appropriateness as essential characteristics of 

effective communication [4, pp. 628–629]. These qualities acquire broader 

relevance when communication is examined as a mechanism of cultural continuity. 

Language does not merely transmit neutral information; it preserves categories of 

collective experience, culturally specific forms of evaluation, symbolic 

representations, historical memory, and patterns of social recognition. 

Consequently, linguistic communication participates directly in the reproduction of 

cultural belonging. The quality of communication therefore influences not only the 

effectiveness of interpersonal interaction but also the ways in which cultural 

meanings are perceived, interpreted, and incorporated into identity. 

The contemporary digital environment considerably complicates these processes. 

Rapid technological development, the intensification of online interaction, and the 

transformation of communicative practices have made digital literacy and virtual 

communication increasingly significant dimensions of contemporary socialization 

[3, pp. 1–3]. From the standpoint of youth identity, digital communication 

fundamentally modifies the traditional architecture of cultural transmission. 

Whereas previous generations encountered many identity-forming narratives 

primarily through the family, educational institutions, local communities, literature, 

cultural organizations, and conventional mass media, contemporary youth operate 

within algorithmically organized environments in which national cultural narratives 

coexist with global entertainment industries, transnational lifestyles, influencer 
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cultures, virtual communities, and rapidly changing symbolic trends. Accordingly, 

the scientific problem is no longer confined to whether national values are 

transmitted. It concerns whether these values possess sufficient semantic, 

communicative, and experiential vitality to remain meaningful within an 

increasingly competitive symbolic environment. 

The axiological dimension of identity formation becomes particularly evident in 

research devoted to the role of national values in educating younger generations. H. 

A. Mirxalilova emphasizes cultural continuity and the transmission of historically 

accumulated spiritual and cultural achievements to subsequent generations, arguing 

that such continuity contributes to respect for inherited cultural experience and 

strengthens awareness of national cultural heritage [5, pp. 827–828]. Of particular 

theoretical significance is the relationship established between national cultural 

heritage and universal human principles. In this interpretation, the historical 

experience, way of life, customs, traditions, and culture of a people constitute one 

foundation of value orientation, while principles associated with humanism, 

constructive activity, mutual understanding, and social solidarity constitute another 

[5, pp. 828–829]. The scientific value of this position consists in rejecting a 

reductionist interpretation of national identity as cultural isolation. National identity 

becomes socially productive when cultural specificity enters into constructive 

interaction with universal ethical orientations rather than defining itself exclusively 

through opposition to external cultural influences. 

From this perspective, the axiological mechanism of youth identity formation may 

be conceptualized as a process of selective internalization, reflexive evaluation, and 

hierarchical organization of meanings. Society presents the individual with a broad 

repertoire of cultural values, norms, ideals, symbolic models, and behavioral 

expectations; however, identity emerges only when these meanings are evaluated, 

emotionally experienced, hierarchically organized, and integrated into a relatively 

coherent structure of self-understanding. This distinction between value 

transmission and value internalization is methodologically fundamental. An 

externally declared value may remain socially recognized without exerting 

significant influence on actual behavior, while an internally appropriated value can 

become a motivational principle that regulates choice, responsibility, and social 

action. Scientific analysis should therefore move beyond the descriptive question of 

which values are transmitted and address more complex problems: through which 

communicative mechanisms do values acquire legitimacy; under what socio-

cultural conditions do they become personally meaningful; how are they reconciled 
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with alternative value systems; and through which forms of social behavior do they 

become visible? 

The broader socio-cultural significance of these processes is supported by research 

concerning the role of social and cultural factors in the spiritual development of 

young people. The relevant dissertation emphasizes that contemporary global 

transformations increase the importance of young people’s intellectual potential and 

culturally grounded spiritual development, while historically accumulated socio-

cultural factors continue to play a significant role in shaping the worldview and 

moral orientation of younger generations [6, pp. 3–5]. The theoretical importance of 

this position lies in treating culture not as an ornamental or secondary dimension of 

social development but as one of its constitutive anthropological foundations. 

Culture supplies individuals not merely with external symbols but with 

interpretative frameworks through which reality itself is understood, classified, 

evaluated, and endowed with meaning. Youth identity may therefore be 

conceptualized as a point of intersection between objectively available cultural 

structures and subjectively constructed systems of meaning. 

The problem becomes still more complex when considered through the dialectical 

relationship between tradition and modernity. A widespread methodological 

simplification consists in treating tradition as a static remnant of the past and 

modernity as its inevitable negation. Such an opposition obscures the actual 

mechanisms of cultural continuity. Tradition survives socially precisely through 

reinterpretation; otherwise, it becomes an archival phenomenon rather than a living 

cultural force. Modernity, correspondingly, does not emerge within a historical 

vacuum but necessarily interacts with inherited symbolic and axiological structures. 

From the standpoint of identity formation, this means that mature national identity 

should not be measured through the mechanical reproduction of inherited cultural 

forms. Its sustainability is better understood through the capacity of individuals and 

communities to preserve semantic continuity while creatively adapting cultural 

resources to new historical circumstances. 

Accordingly, the central theoretical proposition advanced in this study is that youth 

identity within the national cultural space is constituted through the dialectical 

interaction of communicative mediation and axiological internalization. 

Communication provides the social mechanism through which meanings circulate, 

are interpreted, negotiated, contested, reformulated, and reproduced; values provide 

the normative-semantic structure through which these meanings acquire personal 

significance and motivational force. Neither mechanism is sufficient in isolation. 
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Communication deprived of an axiological foundation may generate intensive 

interaction without stable cultural orientation, whereas values deprived of 

communicative actualization may remain formal declarations detached from lived 

experience. Their synthesis produces what may be defined as a communicative-

axiological mechanism of identification: a process through which collective cultural 

meanings move from the symbolic sphere of society into the structure of individual 

self-consciousness and subsequently return to society through behavior, creativity, 

civic participation, social responsibility, and cultural reproduction. 

Such a conceptual framework also requires reconsideration of the status assigned to 

young people within cultural analysis. Young people cannot be adequately 

understood merely as passive recipients of meanings transmitted by previous 

generations. This model underestimates their interpretative agency and does not 

correspond to the communicative conditions of contemporary society. Young people 

simultaneously act as recipients, interpreters, selectors, critics, transformers, 

communicators, and producers of cultural meanings. Identity consequently emerges 

through a reciprocal process: national culture provides the semantic resources 

through which young people understand belonging, while young people themselves 

participate in determining which elements of inherited culture remain socially 

active, how those elements are reinterpreted, and in what forms they will continue 

to exist. This relationship may be represented through the conceptual model national 

cultural space → communicative interaction → axiological reflection → 

internalization → self-identification → social practice → cultural reproduction. The 

return from social practice to cultural reproduction demonstrates that identity 

formation is not a linear act of transmission but a cyclical process through which 

culture simultaneously preserves and renews itself. 

Consequently, the contemporary scientific problem of youth identity formation 

cannot be reduced either to the preservation of national heritage or to adaptation to 

global modernization. Its deeper theoretical content concerns the construction and 

interpretation of a cultural-communicative environment in which historical memory, 

national mentality, language, ethical values, universal human principles, digital 

competencies, critical thinking, civic responsibility, and creative agency enter into 

a productive relationship. The national cultural space remains sustainable not 

because it is protected from all transformation but because it retains the capacity to 

generate meanings that younger generations can recognize as intellectually credible, 

emotionally significant, socially relevant, and existentially meaningful. In this 

sense, the communicative and value-based mechanisms of youth identity formation 
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are not merely instruments for transmitting an already established culture. They are 

fundamental mechanisms through which culture acquires intergenerational 

continuity, renews its semantic structures, and reproduces itself under changing 

historical conditions. The scientific examination of these mechanisms therefore 

provides an important methodological basis for understanding how national cultural 

identity can preserve historical continuity while simultaneously remaining open to 

innovation, intercultural dialogue, digital transformation, and the autonomous 

meaning-making activity of younger generations. 

 

Analysis of the Literature on the Subject 

The problem of youth identity formation has been widely examined within social 

philosophy, cultural studies, sociology, education, and communication research. 

Existing scholarship generally demonstrates that youth identity develops through 

the interaction of cultural memory, national values, social institutions, 

communication practices, and individual experience. Khakimov emphasizes the 

significance of national and universal values, cultural heritage, family, education, 

and social participation in strengthening young people’s moral and social 

integration. Abdurakhmonov approaches youth development through the 

interrelationship between national mentality, cultural memory, value systems, social 

identification, and contemporary forms of communication. Studies devoted to socio-

cultural factors similarly demonstrate that cultural heritage, education, traditions, 

and social institutions constitute important foundations for the spiritual and 

axiological development of young people. 

Contemporary international research increasingly focuses on the transformation of 

identity under digital conditions. Studies indicate that social media has become an 

important environment in which young people express, negotiate, and reconstruct 

cultural belonging while digital communication can simultaneously strengthen 

cultural expression and contribute to hybrid forms of identity combining local 

traditions with global cultural influences. Digital media should therefore be 

understood not merely as a technological channel but as a formative cultural 

environment affecting belonging, self-representation, and meaning construction. 

Nevertheless, the literature reveals a need for a more integrated analysis of how 

communicative mechanisms and value-based mechanisms operate together within 

the national cultural space. The present study addresses this issue by interpreting 

youth identity as a dynamic result of communication, axiological internalization, 
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cultural continuity, and the active reinterpretation of national cultural meanings 

under contemporary social and digital conditions. 

 

Research Methodology 

The methodological framework of the study is based on an interdisciplinary 

approach integrating socio-philosophical, axiological, socio-cultural, 

communicative, and systemic methods. The socio-philosophical approach is 

employed to conceptualize youth identity as a dynamic phenomenon formed through 

the interaction between the individual, society, and the national cultural 

environment. The axiological approach enables the analysis of national and 

universal values as normative and semantic foundations of identity, while the socio-

cultural approach reveals the role of cultural memory, traditions, language, 

education, family, and social institutions in transmitting and reproducing cultural 

meanings. Similar combinations of systemic, axiological, and cultural approaches 

have been applied in contemporary identity research (Nikolina et al., 2023). 

The study also employs comparative analysis, synthesis, generalization, 

interpretation, and conceptual modeling. The communicative approach is used to 

examine how cultural meanings and values are transmitted, interpreted, internalized, 

and reconstructed through interpersonal, institutional, and digital communication. 

Particular attention is given to the dialectical relationship between cultural 

continuity and transformation, national and universal values, as well as traditional 

and digital forms of communication. This methodological synthesis makes it 

possible to conceptualize youth identity formation as an integrated process in which 

communication mediates cultural meanings, while values provide the axiological 

foundation for their internalization and transformation into elements of individual 

and collective identity. 

 

Conclusions and Suggestions 

The study demonstrates that youth identity formation within the national cultural 

space is a multidimensional and dynamic process determined by the interaction of 

communicative, axiological, socio-cultural, and institutional mechanisms. National 

identity is not transmitted automatically from one generation to another; rather, it is 

continuously constructed and reconstructed through communication, cultural 

experience, value internalization, social participation, and individual reflection. 

Contemporary studies similarly indicate that cultural identity develops through an 
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interaction between value systems, socio-cultural environments, education, and 

communicative practices. 

The analysis confirms that communication functions as a principal mechanism 

through which cultural meanings, historical memory, language, traditions, and 

social norms are transmitted and interpreted, whereas values constitute the semantic 

and normative foundation through which these meanings become integrated into 

individual self-consciousness. Therefore, the sustainability of youth identity 

depends not simply on preserving cultural heritage but on transforming inherited 

cultural meanings into personally significant orientations through dialogue, 

education, social interaction, and active cultural participation. Digitalization further 

complicates this process by creating new environments for self-representation, 

cultural interaction, and identity construction. 

Accordingly, it is advisable to strengthen the integration of national cultural values 

into educational and communicative practices through interactive rather than 

exclusively declarative methods; expand youth participation in cultural, educational, 

and community initiatives; develop critical thinking and digital literacy to support 

conscious engagement with global information flows; and create contemporary 

digital content capable of presenting cultural heritage in forms relevant to younger 

generations. Particular attention should be paid to cooperation among the family, 

educational institutions, cultural organizations, communities, and digital media. 

Such an integrated approach can contribute to the formation of a reflective and 

culturally grounded youth identity capable of maintaining continuity with national 

cultural heritage while constructively engaging with global socio-cultural 

transformations. 
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