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Abstract

This study provides a comprehensive examination of the Kosanis
Method as an emerging framework for the classification of figh
within Islamic jurisprudence. Traditional systems of figh
classification, shaped by early Islamic scholars and developed
through the evolution of the madhahib, often rely on rigid thematic
and doctrinal divisions. The Kosanis Method advances beyond
these classical models by offering a more systematic, context-
sensitive, and interdisciplinary approach to organizing legal
principles. This method integrates historical trajectories, socio-
cultural conditions, legal maxims (al-qawa‘id al-fighiyyah), and
contemporary legal needs, thereby enabling a more dynamic
interpretation of Islamic law. Through analysis of its core
principles—including contextualization, adaptability, and cross-
disciplinary alignment—the study illustrates how the Kosanis
Method facilitates clearer categorization of rulings in areas such as
mu ‘amalat, ‘ibadat, family law, and Islamic finance. Case studies,
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including applications of hybrid fuzzy inference systems in
determining child alimony, demonstrate the method’s potential for
practical implementation in modern judicial processes. The
research concludes that the Kosanis Method significantly enriches
contemporary figh scholarship by reconciling classical
jurisprudential heritage with the demands of modern legal
systems, offering a promising paradigm for future developments in
Islamic legal theory and applied jurisprudence.

Keywords: Figh Classification, Kosanis Method, Islamic Jurisprudence, Legal Maxims
(al-Qawa‘id al-Fighiyyah), Contextual Legal Analysis, Islamic legal methodology.

Introduction

The study of Figh, or Islamic jurisprudence, plays a crucial role in understanding the legal and
ethical frameworks that guide Muslim societies. Within this expansive field, the Kosanis Method
stands out as a systematic approach to classifying the various dimensions of Figh. This method
not only categorizes Islamic legal principles but also elucidates the broader philosophical
underpinnings that govern them. By analyzing Figh through the lens of the Kosanis Method,
scholars are able to delineate distinct categories, such as rituals, transactions, and family law,
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which facilitates a deeper comprehension of their interrelations and applications in contemporary
contexts. Moreover, the Kosanis Method challenges conventional classifications by introducing
innovative frameworks that reflect both historical nuances and emerging societal needs. As this
essay explores, understanding the implications of this method is essential for both theoretical
discourse and practical application within Islamic law .

Definition of Figh

Figh, an Arabic term that translates to understanding, refers specifically to the deep comprehension
of Islamic law derived from primary sources such as the Quran and Hadith. As an essential
component of Islamic jurisprudence, Figh encompasses the methodologies and practices used to
derive legal rulings that govern the conduct of Muslims in various aspects of life. The
classification of Figh is especially significant in the context of Kosanis Method, which seeks to
systematize legal principles and classifications effectively. By employing legal maxims, such as
those articulated in al-Qawaid al-Fighiyyah, scholars can validate or invalidate transactions within
the framework of Muamalat, the area of Islamic law that dictates commercial transactions and
societal interactions. This careful delineation not only promotes adherence to principles of justice
and equity but also mitigates the potential for disputes arising from misunderstandings in Islamic
finance and commerce, as evidenced in the ongoing discourse surrounding these concepts (Assoc.
Prof. Mahmood M Sanusi)(Val J¢iukas).

Importance of classification in Islamic jurisprudence

In Islamic jurisprudence, the classification of legal rulings plays a pivotal role in ensuring clarity,
consistency, and the application of law in a structured manner. By categorizing laws into distinct
frameworks, scholars can effectively address the diverse and dynamic nature of human behavior
and social interactions. This systematic approach not only aids in the interpretation of Sharia but
also facilitates the application of legal principles across various contexts and time periods. The
Kosanis Method, in particular, emphasizes the need for well-defined categories that take into
account the underlying purposes (maqasid) of Islamic law, promoting a more nuanced
understanding of figh. Consequently, classification becomes essential in bridging the gap between
theoretical constructs and practical application, allowing for the harmonization of legal principles
with contemporary issues while maintaining fidelity to traditional sources (KHALLAF A). This
comprehensive classification ultimately enhances the capacity of figh to respond to societal needs
in an ever-evolving world.

Overview of the Kosanis Method

The Kosanis Method represents a significant approach in the classification of figh, emphasizing a
systematic and hierarchical framework for understanding Islamic jurisprudence. This method
interlinks various disciplines within figh, allowing for a dynamic exploration of legal principles
that govern Muslim life. By categorizing laws based on their sources, applications, and societal
relevance, the Kosanis Method aids scholars in identifying both the universality and specificity of
legal rulings across diverse cultural contexts. Moreover, the method facilitates a clearer distinction
between primary and secondary sources of Islamic law, enhancing the interpretative process while
fostering deeper engagements with historical and contemporary issues . As such, it not only serves
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academic purposes but also provides practical insights for practitioners and students alike,
ensuring that the essence of figh is both preserved and adapted to modern realities . This
adaptability marks the Kosanis Method as a pivotal tool in the ongoing evolution of Islamic legal
thought.

A. Purpose and scope of the essay

In exploring the intricacies of the Kosanis Method in the classification of figh, this essay aims to
illuminate its significance within Islamic jurisprudence. The primary purpose is to systematically
analyze how this method not only categorizes legal opinions but also enhances the understanding
of their context and applicability. By examining the theoretical foundations and practical
implications of the Kosanis Method, the essay intends to shed light on its scope, which extends
beyond mere classification to encompass the interpretation and relevance of legal rulings in
contemporary society. Furthermore, the discussion will delve into the interplay between traditional
frameworks and modern challenges, illustrating how the Kosanis Method offers a dynamic tool
for legal scholars and practitioners alike. Ultimately, this essay seeks to highlight the methods
unique contributions to the broader discourse on figh and its evolving role in a diverse Muslim
world.

Historical Context of Figh Classification

The historical context of Figh classification reveals a complex interplay of legal methodologies
that have evolved significantly over time. Central to this evolution is the work of Ibn Khaldun,
who articulated diverse legal paradigms within Islamic law in his seminal work, Mugaddimah.
His approach can be likened to legal cartography, as he systematically mapped various schools of
thought (madhahib) to the geographical and cultural contexts from which they emerged. This
framework not only enriched Islamic jurisprudence but also laid groundwork for comparative legal
studies, influencing Western legal academia. Notably, this historical perspective enhances the
Kosanis Method in Classification of Figh, providing a nuanced understanding of how historical
trajectories shape modern classifications. By acknowledging these foundational contributions, one
appreciates the depth of Figh classification as both a scholarly endeavor and a response to evolving
legal needs across cultures and eras (Zakaria M et al., p. 141-158)(Val J¢iukas).

Evolution of Figh over the centuries

Throughout the centuries, the evolution of figh has been marked by a dynamic interplay of cultural,
social, and intellectual forces that shaped Islamic jurisprudence. Initially rooted in the Quran and
Hadith, figh underwent significant transformation as scholars navigated diverse contexts, adapting
legal principles to meet the needs of their communities. The rise of prominent schools of thought,
such as the Hanbali, Shafii, Maliki, and Hanafi, illustrated the varying interpretations and
methodologies that emerged in response to different sociopolitical environments. Furthermore, the
introduction of the Kosanis Method as a systematic classification of figh has contributed to a more
structured understanding of these legal traditions, enabling scholars and practitioners alike to
appreciate the complexities of jurisprudential evolution while facilitating the integration of new
insights and adaptations (Philips AAB). This multifaceted journey underscores the fluidity and
resilience of Islamic legal thought in continually addressing the challenges of changing eras.
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Traditional methods of classification

Throughout the history of Islamic jurisprudence, traditional methods of classification have played
a critical role in organizing legal thought and practice. Frequently employing frameworks based
on thematic categories, scholars classified figh into various schools of thought, each emphasizing
different aspects of law and ethics. For instance, the division into Sunni and Shia jurisprudence
reflects not only theological differences but also distinct methodological approaches to legal
interpretation. Additionally, aspects such as the classification of rulings into obligatory (wajib),
recommended (mandub), permissible (mubah), discouraged (makruh), and forbidden (haram)
provided a system that facilitated practitioners’ understanding of legal principles in everyday
contexts. These traditional frameworks have significantly influenced the Kosanis Method, as they
allow for a structured analysis of legal texts and an exploration of moral considerations in figh,
thereby enriching the interpretative landscape. Thus, these classification methods serve as
essential scaffolding in the study and application of Islamic law.

Influence of scholars on Figh classification

The classification of Figh, or Islamic jurisprudence, has been significantly shaped by various
scholars throughout history, each contributing unique perspectives and methodologies that reflect
the evolving understanding of Islamic law. Prominent figures such as Al-Shafi’i and Al-Mawardi
have laid foundational frameworks that distinguish between different categories of rulings, thereby
influencing subsequent scholarship. Their efforts toward systematic categorization not only
clarified the complex intricacies of Figh but also provided a basis for later scholars to build upon.
The Kosanis Method, in particular, illustrates how contemporary interpretations can draw from
the intellectual legacies of these scholars while adapting to modern legal contexts. By integrating
classical principles with new insights, scholars continue to refine the classification of Figh,
ensuring its relevance for contemporary applications and ethical considerations in diverse
contexts. This dynamic interplay between tradition and innovation underscores the profound
impact of scholarly contributions on the evolution of Figh classification.

Emergence of the Kosanis Method

The emergence of the Kosanis Method marked a significant advancement in the classification of
Figh, reflecting a paradigm shift in the approach to Islamic jurisprudence. This methodology arose
from the necessity to systematically categorize the diverse interpretations and applications of Figh,
which traditionally had been fragmented across various schools of thought. Developed by scholars
who aimed to reconcile differing viewpoints, the Kosanis Method employs a structured
framework, emphasizing the coherence and contextual relevance of legal principles. This
innovative approach not only fosters a deeper understanding of Islamic law but also enhances its
accessibility for both scholars and practitioners. As a result, the Kosanis Method has facilitated
more nuanced discussions around jurisprudential issues, ultimately contributing to the evolution
of Figh as a dynamic and responsive discipline within islamic studies . Through this methodology,
scholars can engage with Figh in a manner that respects its historical roots while addressing
contemporary challenges.
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Principles of the Kosanis Method

Understanding the underlying principles of the Kosanis Method is essential for its effective
application in the classification of Figh. The method emphasizes a systematic approach to
analyzing and categorizing Islamic jurisprudence, particularly in the realm of Muamalat, where
legal maxims, such as al-Qawacid al-Fighiyyah, play a crucial role in validating or invalidating
transactions. By implementing these maxims, practitioners can ensure that Islamic financial
products adhere to fundamental principles, including justice and fairness, which are paramount in
avoiding future legal disputes and misunderstandings (Assoc. Prof. Mahmood M Sanusi). The
rigorous framework provided by the Kosanis Method enhances the legitimacy of transactions

within Islamic law, as it allows for a comprehensive examination of each cases specifics, thereby
aligning legal documentation with the core tenets of Figh (Val J¢iukas). Ultimately, these
principles not only fortify legal clarity but also promote ethical standards in financial practices.

Key tenets of the Kosanis Method

The Kosanis Method, a groundbreaking approach to the classification of figh, is grounded in
several key tenets that distinguish it from traditional methodologies. Central to this method is the
emphasis on contextual analysis, recognizing that the application of Islamic law must be
understood within the sociocultural frameworks of various communities. Furthermore, the
Kosanis Method incorporates interdisciplinary perspectives, drawing from fields such as
sociology, anthropology, and history to enrich the understanding of legal principles and their
evolution over time. Another significant aspect is its adaptive nature, allowing for the integration
of contemporary issues into discussions of figh, thereby ensuring relevance in modern discourse.
By focusing on these core principles, the Kosanis Method not only promotes a dynamic
understanding of Islamic jurisprudence but also seeks to foster a more inclusive approach to legal
classification that is sensitive to diverse experiences and viewpoints.

Comparison with traditional classification methods

In examining the efficacy of the Kosanis method in the classification of figh, it is imperative to
compare it with traditional classification methods that have historically dominated Islamic
jurisprudence. Traditional approaches often rely heavily on established categories based on
schools of thought, historical context, and legal principles, which can lead to rigid interpretations
and classifications. In contrast, the Kosanis method introduces a more dynamic and adaptable
framework that accommodates the complexities of contemporary issues within Islamic law. This
innovation emphasizes an integrative perspective, promoting interdisciplinary analysis and
fostering a holistic understanding of figh that traditional methods may overlook. Moreover, it
encourages a dialogue among different figh schools, aiming to bridge gaps in knowledge that often
lead to discord among scholars. As such, the Kosanis method not only enhances accuracy in
classifications but also seeks to cultivate a more inclusive discourse within the field of Islamic
jurisprudence, illustrating its potential as a progressive alternative to traditional methods.

The role of context in classification

In the classification of figh through the Kosanis Method, the context in which legal principles and
rulings are situated plays a crucial role. Context encompasses not only the historical and cultural
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backgrounds of the texts but also the specific circumstances that influence their interpretation and
application. By recognizing the fluid dynamics of social norms, economic conditions, and political
climates, the Kosanis Method enables a nuanced understanding of legal classifications, thereby
bridging traditional jurisprudence with contemporary issues. This approach emphasizes that the
legitimacy and relevance of legal rulings may vary significantly based on contextual shifts,

reflecting the living nature of figh. Consequently, the classification process serves not merely as
an academic exercise but as a responsive mechanism that adapts to the evolving needs of its
community, thereby sustaining the integrity and applicability of Islamic law in diverse situations.

Advantages of the Kosanis Method

The Kosanis Method offers numerous advantages that enhance its utility in the classification of
Figh, particularly in its systematic approach to categorizing jurisprudential principles. This
method fosters clarity by providing a coherent framework that allows scholars to easily identify
and differentiate between various legal rulings and their applications within Islamic law.
Moreover, its emphasis on contextual understanding ensures that rulings are not only categorized
based on textual evidence but also reflect the socio-cultural dynamics that influence legal
interpretations. This dual focus enriches the analytical discourse surrounding Figh, facilitating a
more nuanced exploration of its principles and practices. Additionally, the Kosanis Method
encourages collaborative scholarship, as its structured format is conducive to discourse among
scholars from diverse backgrounds. Such interactions can lead to an enriched body of knowledge
that critically assesses and builds upon existing interpretations of Islamic jurisprudence.

Applications of the Kosanis Method

The Kosanis Method presents a robust framework for enhancing the classification and application
of Figh, particularly in addressing contemporary legal dilemmas within Islamic law. By
integrating machine learning techniques, as highlighted in recent studies, the method can
effectively streamline the decision-making process in cases such as child alimony, where
traditional judicial practices often fall short due to delays and biases (Rosili NAK et al., p. 1367-
1375). Furthermore, the Kosanis Methods emphasis on the foundational legal maxims of Figh
supports the validation of transactions in Islamic finance, ensuring they adhere to principles of
justice and equity (Assoc. Prof. Mahmood M Sanusi). This dual application not only promotes
fairness in legal outcomes but also provides practitioners with analytical tools that can refine the
execution of Islamic jurisprudence. Thus, the Kosanis Method acts as a bridge between theoretical
classifications of Figh and practical implementation in legal contexts, underscoring its vital role
in modern Islamic legal systems.

Case studies demonstrating the method in practice

The application of the Kosanis Method in the classification of figh can be illuminated through
various case studies that exemplify its practical utility. One noteworthy instance involves the use
of a hybrid fuzzy inference system to predict child alimony under Islamic shariah law, which was
derived from a dataset of 94 cases. This method not only enhanced decision-making efficiency by
achieving a 69% accuracy rate but also contributed to minimizing biases within judicial processes,
promoting fairness in financial determinations related to divorce (Rosili NAK et al., p. 1367-
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1375). Additionally, research has highlighted the methods adaptability in diverse contexts,
indicating its relevance in contemporary issues within Islamic law, such as evolving
interpretations and applications in non-Muslim environments (Val J¢iukas). These case studies
underscore how the Kosanis Method facilitates a nuanced understanding of figh, demonstrating
its effectiveness in navigating complex legal landscapes while ensuring equitable outcomes.

Impact on contemporary Figh scholarship

The Kosanis method has notably reshaped contemporary Figh scholarship by introducing a
systematic framework for classifying legal opinions and rulings. This method emphasizes a
structured approach, allowing scholars to critically analyze and categorize jurisprudential sources
based on their methodological predispositions and relevance to modern contexts. By facilitating a
more coherent engagement with traditional texts, the Kosanis method encourages scholars to
innovate while remaining rooted in classical principles. This impact is particularly evident in the
way contemporary scholars address issues of social justice and ethical considerations, applying
Figh in nuanced ways that reflect current societal needs and challenges. Consequently, the Kosanis
method not only fosters a deeper understanding of the historical foundations of Islamic law but
also catalyzes a dynamic dialogue between traditional jurisprudence and contemporary societal
realities, ultimately broadening the scope and applicability of Figh in modern times.

Integration with modern legal systems

The integration of Islamic legal frameworks with modern legal systems presents unique challenges
and opportunities, particularly in the context of the Kosanis Method in the classification of figh.
This method not only categorizes legal principles but also emphasizes adaptability, which is
essential for aligning Islamic jurisprudence with contemporary legal practices. For instance, the
hybrid fuzzy inference system proposed in some studies provides a mechanism for determining
child alimony under Islamic shariah law, effectively bridging the gap between traditional rulings
and the demands of modern judicial processes (Rosili NAK et al., p. 1367-1375). Moreover, the
notion of legal cartography highlights how Islamic law encompasses diverse legal methodologies,
allowing for a comparative analysis that can inform current legal frameworks while respecting
traditional values (Zakaria M et al., p. 141-158). Such integration not only promotes a more
nuanced understanding of legal applications but also fosters greater efficiency and fairness within
the judicial system, ultimately benefiting society as a whole.

Challenges faced in applying the method

The application of the Kosanis Method in the classification of Figh is fraught with several
challenges that complicate its efficacy and acceptance within the broader scholarly community.
One significant hurdle is the inherent diversity within Islamic jurisprudence itself, which
comprises a multitude of interpretations and schools of thought. This variability can lead to
inconsistencies when categorizing legal opinions, as practitioners may dispute the applicability of
the method in certain contexts or legal frameworks. Furthermore, the necessity for a
comprehensive understanding of both the methodological foundations of Kosanis and the nuanced
intricacies of Figh requires extensive scholarly expertise that may not be readily available. Such
limitations can hinder effective implementation and undermine the methods credibility. As a
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result, ensuring a uniform application while acknowledging the dynamic nature of jurisprudential
discourse remains a pressing challenge for proponents of the Kosanis Method.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Kosanis Method in the classification of figh represents a significant
advancement in the understanding and application of Islamic legal principles. By systematically
categorizing various schools of thought and their respective interpretations, this method provides
a comprehensive framework that enhances clarity and accessibility in the study of figh. Notably,
the exploration of Sharia and its adaptability within contemporary contexts, as addressed in the
research conducted from 2011 to 2017, highlights the essential need for flexibility and relevance
in Islamic jurisprudence (Val J¢iukas). Furthermore, the emphasis on al-Qawacid al-Fighiyyah
illustrates the critical importance of legal maxims in validating transactions within Islamic banking
and finance, thus ensuring that ethical standards are upheld (Assoc. Prof. Mahmood M Sanusi).
Ultimately, the Kosanis Method fosters a deeper engagement with figh, promoting an
understanding that aligns with modern challenges while remaining true to Islamic principles.

Summary of key points discussed

In summarizing the key points discussed regarding the Kosanis Method in the classification of
figh, it is evident that this innovative approach facilitates a more nuanced understanding of Islamic
jurisprudence. The methods emphasis on categorization based on thematic relevance allows
scholars to navigate the complexities of figh with greater clarity, promoting a systematic analysis
of legal principles. Additionally, the Kosanis Method integrates historical and contextual factors,
which enriches interpretations and applications of Islamic law in contemporary settings. By
bridging traditional scholarship with modern analytical frameworks, the method not only honors
the rich heritage of figh but also adapts it to the challenges faced by modern Muslim communities.
Consequently, this classification technique encourages a more dynamic engagement with legal
texts, fostering dialogue among scholars and practitioners while ensuring the relevance of figh in
todays rapidly changing societal landscape.

Significance of the Kosanis Method in Figh

The Kosanis Method holds significant relevance in the field of Figh, particularly in its
classification and application within Islamic jurisprudence. This method serves as a systematic
approach that enables scholars to categorize various aspects of Figh effectively, leading to clearer
legal interpretations and rulings. As underscored in the increasing demand for structured legal
frameworks in Islamic finance, the Kosanis Method aligns with the legal maxims inherent in Figh,
ensuring that transactions are grounded in principles of justice and equity. Moreover, it addresses
potential areas of legal ambiguity, thereby mitigating disputes and fostering a deeper
understanding of Islamic principles within financial contexts. The integration of this method
promotes adherence to foundational Islamic legal concepts, which resonates with the goals
outlined in the works pertaining to al-Qawac id al-Fighiyyah, ultimately reaffirming the
importance of ethical compliance in Islamic banking practices (Val J¢iukas) (Assoc. Prof.
Mahmood M Sanusi).
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Future implications for Figh classification

As we look to the future, the implications of Figh classification are poised to evolve significantly,
particularly through the lens of the Kosanis Method. This method, which emphasizes a more
systematic approach to categorizing Islamic jurisprudence, has the potential to enhance clarity and
accessibility within the burgeoning realm of legal scholarship. By integrating contemporary
societal needs and ethical considerations into traditional frameworks, the Kosanis Method could
facilitate a more dynamic interpretation of Figh that resonates with diverse Muslim communities
globally. Furthermore, the prospective influence of technology, such as artificial intelligence and
data analytics, may lead to innovative methodologies for analyzing legal texts, allowing for a more
nuanced understanding of Figh in various contexts. Consequently, the future of Figh classification
may not only redefine academic discourse but also inspire practical applications that address
contemporary challenges within Islamic law.

Final thoughts on the evolution of Islamic jurisprudence

In reflecting on the evolution of Islamic jurisprudence, it is evident that the dynamic interplay
between tradition and contemporary context has profoundly shaped its development. The various
methodologies, including the Kosanis Method, illustrate the complex process of classification
within figh, highlighting the nuanced interpretations that emerge from canonical texts and societal
values. As scholars engage with both classical texts and modern challenges, such as globalization
and technological advancements, the adaptability of Islamic law becomes apparent, allowing it to
remain relevant for contemporary Muslim communities. This adaptability underscores a crucial
aspect: the necessity of ongoing scholarship and critical engagement with historical juristic
principles. The evolution of Islamic jurisprudence thus represents a living tradition, one that not
only preserves its foundational tenets but also incorporates new insights and understandings,
ensuring that it can respond effectively to the diverse needs of its adherents in an ever-changing
world (KHALLAF A).
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