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Abstract 

The article examines the significance of the syncretization of 

Naqshbandi teachings with national and universal values in the 

spiritual heritage of Alisher Navoi. Special attention is given to the 

way Navoi integrated the ethical principles of the Naqshbandi 

order—such as humility, service, sincerity, and inner 

purification—with the cultural ideals of the Uzbek people and 

timeless human values. This synthesis, reflected in his 

philosophical and literary works, highlights the ability of spiritual 

traditions to transcend local boundaries and acquire universal 

relevance. The study emphasizes that Navoi’s heritage not only 

embodies national identity, but also serves as a bridge between 

Eastern and Western thought, tradition and modernity, 

individuality and universality. The conclusions point to the 

contemporary relevance of Navoi’s ideas in fostering intercultural 

dialogue, moral development, and the consolidation of humanistic 

values in the era of globalization. 
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Introduction 

The spiritual and intellectual heritage of Alisher Navoi (1441–1501), one of the most prominent 

representatives of classical Eastern thought, continues to attract scholarly attention due to its 

richness, depth, and universal significance. His philosophical and poetic works not only express 

the cultural and moral ideals of the Timurid Renaissance, but also serve as a bridge connecting 

national traditions with universal humanistic principles. Among the multiple influences that 

shaped Navoi’s worldview, the teachings of the Naqshbandi order occupy a central position. 

The Naqshbandi tradition, founded in the 14th century by Baha-ud-Din Naqshband, emphasized 

simplicity, sincerity, labor, service to society, and inner spiritual purification. Unlike many other 
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mystical orders, its principles were closely aligned with social life, encouraging followers to 

combine contemplation with active participation in the community. For Navoi, this doctrine was 

not only a path of personal spiritual development, but also a foundation for building a just and 

morally oriented society. 

The significance of Navoi’s legacy lies in the way he was able to integrate Naqshbandi ideals with 

the cultural identity of his people, while at the same time elevating them to the level of universal 

values. This process of syncretization—merging religious, ethical, national, and global 

dimensions—provides a unique framework for understanding the enduring relevance of his 

thought. It illustrates how spiritual teachings can transcend temporal and cultural boundaries, 

turning into guiding principles for the moral and cultural development of humanity as a whole. 

In the context of contemporary globalization, intercultural dialogue, and the search for common 

ethical foundations, the study of Navoi’s synthesis of Naqshbandi principles with national and 

universal values becomes especially timely. This article aims to explore the philosophical, 

cultural, and ethical dimensions of this synthesis and to demonstrate its importance for both 

historical understanding and modern applications. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The question of the interrelation between Naqshbandi teachings and the spiritual legacy of Alisher 

Navoi has been addressed in various ways within Oriental studies, philosophy, and literary 

scholarship. The review of existing literature demonstrates several key directions of research. 

The Naqshbandi order has been widely studied by scholars of Sufism (Trimingham, 1971; Algar, 

1990). Researchers emphasize the distinctiveness of Naqshbandiyya as a path that combined 

ascetic spirituality with active social participation. In particular, the principles of hush dar dam 

(awareness in every breath), khalwat dar anjuman (solitude in the crowd), and service to 

community are highlighted as foundational for moral development and collective responsibility. 

Scholarly works on Navoi (Bertels, 1965; Komilov, 1996; Erkinov, 2000) underline his synthesis 

of poetic creativity and philosophical thought. His “Khamsa” and lyrical divans are interpreted 

not only as artistic masterpieces, but also as reflections of moral-ethical ideas rooted in Sufism. 

Several Uzbek scholars (Salimov, 2015; Tursunov, 2018) particularly stress the importance of 

Navoi’s worldview in shaping the moral culture of the Uzbek nation. 

A number of studies examine how Navoi combined local traditions with universal ethical 

categories (Hodgson, 1974; Subtelny, 2007). Scholars agree that his moral and social philosophy 

transcends national boundaries, integrating concepts of justice, human dignity, humility, and love 

into a universal framework. This syncretism is often considered as a precursor to modern concepts 

of intercultural dialogue and global ethics. 

Recent research (Negmatullaeva, 2020; Yuldasheva, 2021) highlights the enduring significance 

of Navoi’s interpretation of Naqshbandi ideas for today’s world. These studies emphasize their 

role in promoting tolerance, humanism, and intercultural communication, particularly within the 

context of global ethical challenges. 

The literature demonstrates that while much attention has been paid separately to Naqshbandi 

teachings and Navoi’s heritage, fewer works directly address the syncretic fusion of these elements 

as a coherent philosophical framework. This article seeks to fill that gap by analyzing how Navoi’s 

integration of Naqshbandi principles with both national and universal values contributes 
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METHOD AND METHODOLOGY 

The methodological basis of the study relies on an interdisciplinary approach that combines 

elements of philosophy, cultural studies, literary criticism, and the history of Islamic thought. Such 

a perspective makes it possible to trace both the historical roots and the contemporary relevance 

of the syncretization of Naqshbandi teachings with national and universal values in the works of 

Alisher Navoi. 

Historical-philosophical method. This method is used to analyze the origins and development of 

Naqshbandi teachings within the broader context of Sufi traditions. It allows us to identify the key 

principles of the order—humility, service, spiritual self-purification—and evaluate their role in 

shaping the intellectual climate of the Timurid era. 

Hermeneutical and textual analysis. Navoi’s philosophical and poetic works (including his 

Khamsa and lyrical collections) are examined through hermeneutics, focusing on their symbolic 

language and moral-philosophical content. Textual analysis helps to uncover implicit references 

to Naqshbandi doctrines and to demonstrate how they were artistically transformed into universal 

categories of morality and humanity. 

Comparative method.The study employs a comparative perspective, correlating Navoi’s 

integration of Naqshbandi principles with similar processes in other cultures and traditions. This 

highlights the universal dimension of his thought and its relevance to intercultural dialogue. 

Systemic and structural analysis. By applying systemic analysis, the research identifies the multi-

level structure of Navoi’s syncretism, where religious, national, and universal values interact. This 

methodology helps to conceptualize his heritage not only as literary creativity, but as a holistic 

philosophical system. 

Value-oriented approach. Special emphasis is placed on the axiological dimension of Navoi’s 

works. The value-oriented approach makes it possible to reveal how concepts such as justice, 

odamiylik (humaneness), sincerity, and spiritual responsibility serve as bridges between national 

identity and universal ethics. 

The research is grounded in the principles of cultural-historical analysis (Vygotsky, 1982), 

philosophical hermeneutics (Gadamer, 1975), and the theory of civilizational dialogue 

(Huntington, 1996; Habermas, 1984). The combination of these methodological frameworks 

ensures a comprehensive and balanced understanding of Navoi’s contribution to the synthesis of 

Naqshbandi teachings with national and universal values. 

 

RESEARCH RESULTS 

The study of Alisher Navoi’s spiritual heritage in the context of Naqshbandi teachings revealed 

several important outcomes that deepen the understanding of his philosophical and cultural legacy. 

Identification of key Naqshbandi principles in Navoi’s works. 

The analysis showed that Navoi consistently incorporated the core principles of the Naqshbandi 

order—such as humility, spiritual self-purification, inner concentration (hush dar dam), solitude 

in the crowd (khalwat dar anjuman), and service to society—into his poetic and philosophical 

writings. These principles function as ethical foundations, shaping both individual and collective 

dimensions of human existence. 

Integration with national cultural values. Navoi transformed the mystical and abstract ideas of 

Naqshbandiyya into categories closely connected with Uzbek cultural identity. Concepts such as 
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odamiylik (humaneness), justice, respect for labor, and loyalty were articulated as ethical 

imperatives that resonate with the national tradition. This finding confirms that Navoi’s synthesis 

helped to root Sufi philosophy in the moral and social life of his people. 

Elevation to universal values. The research highlighted that Navoi’s interpretation of Naqshbandi 

principles transcends the boundaries of local culture. By embedding them in broader philosophical 

categories—justice, sincerity, compassion, and responsibility—he created a system of values that 

can be interpreted as universal. This demonstrates Navoi’s contribution to the global treasury of 

humanistic philosophy. 

Structural model of syncretism. The systemic analysis confirmed that Navoi’s synthesis can be 

represented as a three-level structure: 

• Religious level – Naqshbandi mystical-spiritual principles; 

• National level – ethical ideals of the Uzbek cultural tradition; 

• Universal level – global moral and humanistic values. 

This structure reflects the multi-dimensionality of Navoi’s worldview and explains its longevity 

and relevance across different epochs. 

Contemporary significance. The study established that Navoi’s syncretism remains highly relevant 

in today’s context of globalization and intercultural dialogue. His integration of spiritual, national, 

and universal elements can serve as a model for strengthening tolerance, intercultural 

communication, and moral responsibility in modern societies. 

 

DISCUSSION 

The analysis of Alisher Navoi’s legacy reveals that the syncretization of Naqshbandi teachings 

with national and universal values is not a secondary or accidental phenomenon, but a central 

feature of his philosophical worldview. This synthesis provides a unique lens through which 

Navoi’s writings can be interpreted as both deeply rooted in Uzbek cultural traditions and 

simultaneously directed toward universal human concerns. 

Naqshbandi ideas such as khalwat dar anjuman (solitude in the crowd), humility, service to the 

community, and sincerity occupy a foundational place in Navoi’s works. They are not presented 

in isolation, but rather transformed into broader categories of social and moral responsibility. For 

example, Navoi’s emphasis on justice and compassion directly reflects the Naqshbandi ethos of 

combining inner spiritual growth with outward service to society. 

Navoi’s writings also embody the national ethical concepts of the Uzbek cultural tradition, 

particularly odamiylik (humaneness), diligence, respect for elders, and responsibility toward one’s 

community. By embedding Naqshbandi principles into these cultural frameworks, Navoi 

strengthened their resonance among his contemporaries, transforming mystical ideas into 

accessible moral guidelines for everyday life. 

The discussion further demonstrates that Navoi’s interpretation of Naqshbandi ideals transcends 

cultural boundaries. Values such as sincerity, justice, and love of humanity have universal 

significance and align with philosophical categories found in other traditions, including Western 

humanism and global ethical discourses. Thus, Navoi’s synthesis becomes not only a reflection of 

Central Asian thought, but also a contribution to the broader treasury of world philosophy. 

One of the key findings is that Navoi’s syncretism itself functions as a model of intercultural and 

interreligious dialogue. His ability to merge religious, national, and universal values illustrates the 
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potential of spiritual traditions to overcome divisions and create shared ethical foundations. This 

insight has particular relevance in the modern era, marked by globalization and the urgent need 

for cross-cultural understanding. 

The enduring significance of Navoi’s synthesis lies in its applicability to present-day challenges. 

In a world facing moral crises, cultural fragmentation, and social conflicts, Navoi’s approach 

suggests that the integration of spiritual heritage with universal values can strengthen tolerance, 

solidarity, and humanism. The Naqshbandi emphasis on inner discipline and outer responsibility 

offers a philosophical framework for cultivating ethical citizens capable of balancing personal 

spirituality with social duty. 

Thus, the syncretization of Naqshbandi teachings with national and universal values in Navoi’s 

heritage is not only of historical interest, but also of vital philosophical and cultural relevance 

today. It highlights the dynamic interplay between tradition and universality, demonstrating how 

a thinker rooted in one cultural context can speak meaningfully to the entire world. 

 

Conclusions 

The centrality of syncretism. The synthesis of Naqshbandi teachings with national and universal 

values constitutes one of the core features of Alisher Navoi’s spiritual and philosophical heritage. 

It reflects his ability to merge mystical principles with cultural traditions and to elevate them to 

universal human significance. 

Integration of multiple dimensions. Navoi’s works demonstrate a multi-level integration: the 

religious dimension of Naqshbandi spirituality, the national values of the Uzbek cultural tradition, 

and the universal ethical principles of humanity. This integration provides a holistic framework 

for understanding his worldview. 

Transformation of mystical ideas. Through poetic and philosophical expression, Navoi 

transformed abstract Naqshbandi concepts into practical moral guidelines. Values such as 

humility, justice, service, and humaneness became accessible and socially relevant, shaping both 

individual spirituality and communal ethics. 

Contribution to intercultural dialogue. Navoi’s syncretism can be interpreted as a model of 

intercultural communication. By harmonizing local and universal values, his heritage 

demonstrates the potential of spiritual traditions to foster dialogue across cultures and 

civilizations. 

Contemporary relevance. The significance of Navoi’s synthesis extends beyond its historical 

context. In the era of globalization, ethical crises, and cultural pluralism, his approach offers 

valuable insights for strengthening humanism, tolerance, and moral responsibility in both national 

and global contexts. 

Thus, the syncretization of Naqshbandi teachings with national and universal values in the spiritual 

heritage of Alisher Navoi represents not only an outstanding cultural achievement of the Timurid 

Renaissance, but also a timeless contribution to the development of a global humanistic 

philosophy. 
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