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Abstract
Blended learning, an innovative educational approach that
combines traditional face-to-face instruction with online learning,
is rapidly transforming the landscape of English language teaching
(ELT). This paradigm shift has been fueled by advancements in
technology and the growing need for flexible, student-centered
learning environments. This article explores the intersection of
A blended learning and media literacy in the context of ELT,
TRENDE | highlighting the benefits of integrating digital tools and media
platforms into language teaching practices. Through a review of
current literature and practical case studies, the article examines
how media literacy fosters critical thinking, enhances language
acquisition, and equips students with the skills necessary to
navigate the media-saturated world. The discussion also addresses
the challenges teachers face when implementing blended learning
models and media literacy initiatives, offering recommendations
for effective strategies in enhancing student engagement,
motivation, and language proficiency.
Keywords: Blended Learning, Media Literacy, English Language Teaching (ELT),
Digital Tools, Critical Thinking, Language Acquisition, Student-Centered Learning,
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Introduction

In an era of rapid technological advancement, the education landscape, especially in the field of
language learning, is undergoing a transformative shift. The integration of technology into
teaching practices has led to the emergence of new methodologies that combine traditional face-
to-face learning with digital tools and resources , which combines face-to-face learning with online
learning, giving students more flexibility and access to educational materials. In parallel, the
concept of media literacy — the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, and create media in a variety
of forms — has become a critical skill for students in the 21st century. In the context of teaching
English (ELT), these two approaches not only improve learning outcomes, but also allow students
to interact more effectively with a globalized world.
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The aim of this article is to explore the intersection of blended learning and media literacy,
highlighting how these approaches are changing the way English is taught. Blended learning offers
students a dynamic and personalized learning environment where they can engage with content at
their own pace while benefiting from teacher guidance. Meanwhile, media literacy allows students
to critically analyze digital content, participate in online discussions, and create content using a
variety of multimedia tools. Both blended learning and media literacy are vital components in
preparing students for the demands of the digital age, where communication and critical thinking
skills are increasingly important.

The purpose of this article is to explore the benefits and challenges associated with integrating
blended learning and media literacy into the ELT, and to discuss how these pedagogical
approaches contribute to improving language proficiency, student engagement, and critical
thinking skills. Through an analysis of relevant literature and case studies, this article aims to
provide educators with an understanding of how these methodologies can be effectively
incorporated into language teaching to improve learning outcomes. Ultimately, this article argues
that the convergence of blended learning and media literacy represents a new paradigm in English
language teaching that fosters a more interactive, personalized, and critical learning experience for
students.

The following sections will provide an overview of the theoretical foundations of blended learning
and media literacy, followed by a discussion of practical applications in the context of ELT. The
methodology section outlines the research approach used in this study, followed by an analysis of
the results and recommendations for educators. By the end of this article, readers will have a clear
understanding of the potential of blended learning and media literacy in transforming English
language education.

This study uses a qualitative research approach to examine the integration of blended learning and
media literacy in English language teaching (ELT). The research methodology combines both
theoretical analysis and practical case studies, which provides a comprehensive understanding of
how these educational paradigms are applied in modern language classrooms.

1. Literature Review

A thorough review of the existing literature forms the basis of this study. Relevant academic
journals, books and articles on blended learning, media literacy and their application in the ELT
are studied. The literature review highlights the evolution of these educational approaches, their
theoretical foundations and ways of their intersection. Key studies are analysed to identify best
practices and challenges faced by language teachers in integrating blended learning and media
literacy.

2. Case Study Analysis

To gain practical knowledge, case studies of schools, universities and online platforms
implementing blended learning and media literacy are considered. These case studies provide real-
world examples of how technologically advanced learning environments are used in ELTs. Data
is collected from a variety of educational institutions where blended learning models have been
adopted, and media literacy is emphasized in the curriculum. Case studies focus on:
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- Types of digital tools and media platforms used for language learning.

- Strategies used to incorporate media literacy into language teaching.

- The impact of these methods on student engagement, language skills, and critical thinking
abilities.

Interviews with English language teachers, curriculum developers, and educational technology
specialists are conducted to get their perspectives on the implementation of blended learning and
media literacy. These interviews help identify key challenges and solutions related to technology
integration, content creation, and student-centered pedagogy.

3. Data Collection

The main methods of data collection include:

- Interviews: Semi-structured interviews with English teachers and instructional technologists are
conducted to explore their experiences of blended learning and media literacy in their classrooms.
Interviews focus on identifying successful learning methods, the challenges they face, and the
perceived benefits for students.

- Surveys: The survey is distributed to students enrolled in language programs that use blended
learning methods. The survey includes questions about their experiences with digital tools, media
literacy activities, and the impact on their language learning. Feedback is analyzed to determine
student engagement levels, perceived learning outcomes, and satisfaction with a blended learning
approach.

- Observation: Classroom observations are conducted to collect first-hand data on how blended
learning and media literacy are integrated into language lessons. These observations focus on
teacher-student interaction, the use of digital tools, and student responses to media challenges.

4. Data Analysis

Qualitative data from interviews, surveys, and observations are analyzed using thematic analysis.
Key topics related to the effectiveness of blended learning, media literacy integration and student
engagement are identified. The analysis also explores how these learning strategies contribute to
the development of language and critical thinking skills.

5. Triangulation

Triangulation is used to increase the validity and reliability of the results. This involves cross-
checking data from multiple sources, including literature, case studies, interviews, and surveys.
By comparing and contrasting different datasets, a more complete understanding of the integration
of blended learning and media literacy into the ELT is achieved.

6. Restrictions

This study is limited to its focus on a specific group of educational institutions that implement
blended learning and media literacy. The results may not be universally applicable to all
educational contexts, especially those with limited access to digital resources. In addition, the
research focuses on qualitative data, which may limit the ability to generalize the results to a wider
audience. However, quality ideas provide a deep understanding of the subject and offer valuable
guidance for practitioners.
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The aim of the study was to assess the effectiveness of blended learning and media literacy in
improving English language teaching (ELT) outcomes. To do this, data was collected on a group
of 150 English learners who participated in a blended learning program for 6 months. Students
were divided into two groups: one group participated in a traditional face-to-face ELT program,
and the other group studied in a blended learning environment with integrated media literacy
training.

Table 1: Comparison of the results of the final test in the groups of blended and traditional learning

Group GPA before the test GPA after the test Edit (%)
Traditional Learning Group 52.4 65,7 25,5%
Blended Learning Group 53.1 78.3 47,6%

The results show that students in the blended learning group showed significantly greater
improvement in post-test scores compared to participants in the traditional learning group. The
blended learning group achieved an average increase of 47.6%, while the traditional learning group
showed an increase of only 25.5%. This finding suggests that integrating media literacy and digital
tools components into blended learning environments has increased student engagement, learning,
and retention.

Table 2: Student Engagement Rates (Likert Scale 1-5)

Pre-Engagement Post-Interaction 0
Group Assessment Evaluation Edit (%)
Traditional Learning 32 35 9.3%
Group
Blended Learning 31 4.4 41,9%
Group

In addition, student engagement as measured by the Likert scale was markedly higher in the
blended learning group. The engagement rate in the blended learning group increased by 41.9%,
compared to a modest increase of 9.3% in the traditional group. This suggests that the use of online
platforms and multimedia tools in a blended environment contributed to a more interactive and
stimulating learning atmosphere, resulting in better student engagement.

The results of the study show that the introduction of blended learning combined with media
literacy training can significantly improve English language learning outcomes, including test
scores and student engagement. The significant improvement observed in the blended learning
group compared to the traditional learning group supports the hypothesis that blended learning
provides a more personalized and interactive learning environment that can be particularly
effective in language acquisition.

These results are consistent with previous research indicating the positive impact of blended
learning on student achievement. For example, a study by Garrison and Kanuki found that blended
learning environments promote greater student satisfaction and engagement. [1] Similarly,
research by Belaczyc and Vaughan highlights the importance of integrating technology and media
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literacy into language learning, especially in developing critical thinking and communication
skills. [2]

The significant increase in engagement among students in the blended learning group reinforces
the idea that incorporating media literacy tools such as online discussions, video assignments, and
collaboration platforms can increase student engagement and motivation. This is in line with the
work of Cheng and Tsai, who found that media literacy can improve students' ability to analyze,
evaluate, and create digital content, thereby improving their overall language skills. [3]

The results of this study also show that media literacy can play a crucial role in promoting a more
holistic language learning experience. The ability to navigate digital platforms and critically
evaluate media content is an essential skill for students in the 21st century. By integrating these
skills into the language program, students not only improve their language skills, but also acquire
important competencies to participate in the digital society.

However, it is important to note that while the blended learning group showed significant
improvement, there were also some challenges, especially related to the technical skills required
to use digital platforms effectively. Some students in the blended group initially had difficulty
navigating online tools, indicating that a certain level of digital literacy is necessary for blended
learning programs to be successful.

In conclusion, the results of this study provide strong evidence that blended learning combined
with media literacy offers a more effective and engaging approach to teaching English compared
to traditional methods. These findings contribute to a growing body of research on the
effectiveness of blended learning and media literacy in language education and highlight the
importance of incorporating these methodologies into current ELT practices.

The results of this study highlight the significant benefits of integrating blended learning and media
literacy into English language teaching (ELT). The results suggest that blended learning
environments enhanced by media literacy components can substantially improve student
achievement in terms of test scores and engagement compared to traditional face-to-face ELT
methods. This is confirmed by a growing body of research highlighting the benefits of digital tools
and media literacy in language acquisition, especially in the development of critical thinking,
communication skills and general engagement.

Scientific contribution: This study contributes to the existing literature by providing empirical
evidence on the impact of blended learning and media literacy in the context of English language
teaching. It not only confirms previous research, but also adds a new dimension by highlighting
the role of media literacy in improving language proficiency and student engagement. digital
content, but also as an essential component of modern language education. This is especially true
in the context of preparing students to participate in an increasingly digital and media-driven
world.

Economic implications: From an economic perspective, this research has significant value for
educational institutions, especially in the context of cost-effective and scalable learning strategies.
Blended learning can offer a more flexible and accessible approach to language teaching, reducing
the need for physical classroom space and increasing the reach of educational programs 21st
century, making them more prepared for the demands of today's workforce. By incorporating these
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methodologies into language programs, institutions can offer more dynamic, engaging, and cost-
effective language education programs that can cater to a wider range of learners.

In conclusion, the integration of blended learning and media literacy into the ELT not only
improves learning outcomes, but also prepares students for success in the digital age, providing
both educational and economic benefits. The results of this study highlight the need to further
explore and adopt these approaches in modern education to meet the changing needs of learners.
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