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Abstract 

This article explores the ecological roles and economic impact of 

crows in various regions of Uzbekistan. Crows, especially species 

such as Corvus corone, Corvus frugilegus, and Corvus monedula, 

are widespread and adapt well to urban and rural environments. 

The study analyzes their nesting behavior, feeding ecology, 

seasonal migration patterns, and interactions with human 

activities. While crows are sometimes considered pests, they also 

provide essential ecological services such as scavenging and pest 

control. The article emphasizes the need for region-specific 

strategies for managing crow populations to maintain ecological 

balance and minimize agricultural damage. 
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Introduction 

Crows, belonging to the genus Corvus, are among the most intelligent and adaptable birds found 

worldwide, including in Central Asia. In Uzbekistan, these birds are commonly seen across all 

regions, from the Ferghana Valley to the Kyzylkum Desert. This paper examines their ecological 

roles and potential benefits or threats to agriculture and urban environments in different parts of 

the country. 

 

2. Distribution and Habitat 

In Uzbekistan, crows inhabit a wide variety of landscapes: 

 

Northern regions (Tashkent, Syrdarya): Urban areas, parks, and crop fields. 

Southern regions (Surkhandarya, Kashkadarya): Mountain foothills and farmlands. 

Western deserts (Karakalpakstan, Bukhara): Sparse vegetation zones and oases. 

Eastern areas (Ferghana Valley, Andijan): Dense agricultural zones and orchards. 
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Crows build nests in tall trees, electric poles, and even abandoned buildings. Their adaptability to 

diverse environments highlights their resilience. 

 

3. Feeding Behavior and Diet 

Crows are omnivorous: 

Grains, fruits, insects, small rodents 

Carrion (dead animals), food waste in urban areas 

Seasonal diet shifts depending on crop availability 

In agricultural zones, crows feed on crops like wheat, corn, and melons, often causing economic 

loss. However, they also consume pests like locusts and beetles, making them valuable for 

integrated pest management. 

 

4. Breeding and Migration 

Breeding typically occurs from March to June: 

Nesting in colonies or solitary pairs 

Lay 3–6 eggs per season 

High survival rate in urban regions due to fewer predators 

Migration patterns: 

Partial migrants – some populations move from colder regions to warmer southern areas in winter. 

Intra-regional movement depending on food availability. 

 

5. Human Interaction and Economic Impact 

Table 2. Economic Effects of Crows: Benefits and Drawbacks 

Sector/Activity Positive Impact Negative Impact 

Agriculture 
Natural pest control (insects, 

rodents) 
Crop damage (fruits, grains, seeds) 

Environmental Hygiene 
Waste cleanup in urban and rural 

areas 

Potential disease vector from 

scavenging waste 

Ecological Balance 
Role in food chain and ecosystem 

function 

Competitive threat to other bird 

species 

Scientific Value Behavioral and cognitive studies Overpopulation in certain regions 

 

6. Case Studies by Region 

Tashkent Region: High urban crow density; reliance on food waste 

Ferghana Valley: Significant crop loss in fruit orchards; mixed perceptions among farmers 

Karakalpakstan: Scavenging role more important; fewer reports of crop damage 

 

7. Conservation and Management Recommendations 

Encourage research into crow behavior and population trends 

Implement region-specific pest control policies 

Promote coexistence through education and ecological planning. 
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Conclusion 

Crows in Uzbekistan play both beneficial and harmful roles depending on the region and season. 

A balanced understanding of their ecology can help harness their positive attributes while 

minimizing negative impacts. Future policies should aim at sustainable coexistence, incorporating 

both scientific research and traditional knowledge from local communities. 
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